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Black-headed Jay

The morning of November 28, 2017 in village Pangot, about 16 kilometres from

Nainital, was extremely chilly. The hosts at the Jungle Lore Birding Lodge had promised
a rich fare of birds in the property. One has to get up very early in the morning to be at
the bird hide before the birds start arriving a little before the crack of dawn. Heeding the
advice of the hosts, I decided to brave the biting cold and I proceeded towards the hide
in the morning twilight. When I was passing by a small patch of pea plantation, I heard a
sharp rasping screech. It sounded like the voice of a Black-headed Jay. I stood rooted
where I was, peering in the direction of the sound. I didn't see anything except some
movement in the pea plantation, just about ten feet from where I was. Then suddenly a

big gaddi dog appeared from somewhere. I froze in fear. However, it started wagging its
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tail as it approached me. It had a collar in its neck. It kept looking at me as if imploring
for some tidbit. The same rasping sound came again from the same direction. There was
some movement and rustle of the wings too. The dog forgot me and jumped
immediately into the peas. But before it could catch the bird, it had flown away. I had
rightly guessed; it was a Black-headed Jay - Garrulus lanceolatus.
The dog left but I kept standing there. I had a hunch that the Jay would return. It was
foraging for insects, I thought. I waited there, having made myself comfortable on a
concrete bench. I didn't have to wait long; the Jay flew back immediately after the dog
disappeared from the scene. In the meantime, the rays of the sun had started

streaming through the early morning haze had made the surroundings visible.



tural
facebook.com/groups/naturalbiodiversity BIO SITY

Paper of the Month

Of Jays: Eurasian, Black-headed, Blue and Steller's

Swaraj Raj

Eurasian Jay

The Jay got busy in its work. However, instead of foraging for the insects as I had
thought, it started feeding on the peas. Later on when I asked the manager if the Jay
feeding on the peas was a regular thing, not only did he affirm that it was, he told me
that even the Black-headed Jay's cousin the Eurasian Jay also did the same. Growing
vegetables in the property was not easy. He said that their two gaddi dogs took care of
monkeys but they couldn't do much about the birds. In fact, he added that without
birds, their lodge would stop attracting bird lovers.

At the feeder, both the Black-headed Jay and the Eurasian Jay came for grains, insects
and water. However, unlike the flocks of Yellow-breasted Greenfinches and Indian

White-eye who bathed and frolicked in the birdbath, the Jays came with their mates and
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did not enter the birdbath. I've no idea why they didn't bathe like the other birds. They
were extremely vigilant and fidgety and screeched after short intervals. They would
jump into the nearby thickets, sit on low branches of the trees and come back to pick
insects from the ground. Apart from grains, vegetables and insects, they are known to
eat eggs and nestlings of other birds, amphibians and small invertebrates.

Jays are corvids, which means that they belong to the family of crows, ravens, rooks,
choughs, jackdaws, treepies and magpies. They are extremely intelligent and
inquisitive birds. The Black-headed Jay is resident of the temperate forests in
Himalayas. It has a slightly crested black head, black throat with white streaks and

thickish grey bill. Upper and lower parts, are pinkish fawn and subtly tinged with blue
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and grey. The wings are marked by blue bars and white carpal patch. The blue tail is long

and has black cross-bars.

Eurasian Jay's (Garrulus lanceolaatus) habitat and diet are similar to that of the Black-
headed Jay. It is distinguished from the Black-headed by its pinkish to reddish-brown
upper and lower parts and beady eyes. Its most distinctive features are a black
moustachial stripe and blackish bill. Its wings and tail are mainly black. Both the wings
and the tail have patches of bluish barring. Its tail is smaller than that of the Black-
headed.

The Eurasian as well as the Black-headed Jay are of least concern on the IUCN list.
However, of late both these species have been found living near human habitation in

Uttarakhand which is a cause of concern as it indicates its shrinking natural habitat.
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The Blue Jay - Cyanocitta cristata - is a North American bird. It is very raucous, and as

the folklore suggests, it is heard before it is seen. I can vouch for this. It was late
evening when in a New York suburb in July 2018, I heard the strange jeering sound. My
niece suggested that it was a Blue Jay making this sound. Sure enough, it was there,
perched on some low-growing plants in their backyard. Its back was turned towards us
butit did look back for a minute, which was enough for taking one photograph.

Its blue plumage, large feather head and crest make it extremely attractive. In has
learnt to coexist with human beings because of its adaptive behaviour. It is known to be
very aggressive at bird feeders as it drives away all other birds from the feeder. It is an

omnivore like the Eurasian and Black-headed Jay. Apart from loud jeers and squeaks,
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the Blue Jay is a songbird with many vocalizations. The following English proverb nails
its virtuoso singing performance: when the jay sings, the forest listens and dances
along.
Amazed at the antics of the Blue Jay, English author D. H. Lawrence, in his poem “The
Blue Jay” describes it as a playful “acid-blue metallic bird” that jeers at him and Bibs, his
she dog:

It's the blue jay laughing at us.

It's the blue jay jeering at us, Bibs.

Every day since the snow is here

The blue jay paces round the cabin, very busy, picking up bits,

Turning his back on us all,

And bobbing his thick dark crest about the snow, as if darkly saying:
Iignore those folk who look out.
L &

-

Steller's Jay
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Steller's Jay

The Steller's Jay - Cyanocitta steller carbonacea — 1 came across at the Yosemite
National Park. I found a pair perched on a tree. Having a prominent crest, it is closely
related to the Blue Jay. It has a brownish black head and bluish wings. Essentially a
forest dweller, it is an omnivore. About sixty percent of its diet consists of plant matter,
the restis all insects, invertebrate, arachnids and other small animals. Like other Jays, it
has many vocalizations and is an excellent mimic too.

According to several ornithological sources, Jays are monogamous species who form
long-term pair bonds. The pairs are known to defend their territories and raise their
young together.
Look for the Black-headed and Eurasian Jay in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Observe them. I'm sure, you will fall in love with them, like me!
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English name: Intermediate Habenaria
Hindi name: Vridhi

Ayurvedic names: Riddhi, Laksmi, Mangala, Rathanga, Risisrista, Saravajanpriya,
Siddhi, Sukha, Vasu and Yuga

Botanical name: Habenaria intermedia

Family: Orchidaceae (Orchid Family)
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Distribution: In North West Himalayas on the grassy slopes between 2000-3000 m

above mean sea level.
Morphological Characteristics

Habenaria intermedia is a tuberous rooted, monopodial terrestrial orchid

found at an elevation of 1500-2800 meter in Western Himalaya.

Stem is terete, 25-50 cm long, bears four to many leaves; leaves are rounded

at the base, long and acuminate.
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Floral Characteristics
Flowers are large, greenish-white and 1-6 in an inflorescence.

Petals are white and crescent shaped, recurved and adherent to dorsal sepal,

lip is pale yellowish-green in colour.

Life cycle of the Habenaria in its natural habitat starts in mid-May, marked by

sprouting of tubers and it comes in full bloom up to September.

After fruiting, it enters into a dormant period of its life cycle in October.




tural
facebook.com/groups/naturalbiodiversity BIO SITY

Medicinal Plant of the Month

Ridhi: A Medicinal Orchid
Anil K Thakur

Distribution

The species is well distributed in open grassland at high altitudes 1500 to
2800 meter above MSL.

Being a light demanding species, it prefers southern or eastern slopes.

It is more often found in open exposed soils, a characteristic of pioneer

species in succession.
Climate and Soil
It prefers loose sandy loam and brown hilly soil rich in humus content.

The mean annual rainfall is 100 to 150 cm and mean annual temperature is

between 10°C -150°C.

This species grows well in open meadows as well as along steep slopes.
Propagation Material

The orchid seeds being endospermic in nature, do not usually germinate.

The vigour of seedling is also very poor. Hence, the vegetative part i.e. tubers

are recommended for the propagation of this species.
Cultivation:

Propagation: Vegetative propagation using tubers is recommended due to

poor seed germination.

Planting: Tubers planted in raised beds (20x20cm spacing) in May or

November.

Soil: Sandy loam, rich in organic matter. Organic fertilizers (FYM, leaf mold)

are used; inorganic fertilizers are avoided. Mycorrhizal association is beneficial.
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Irrigation: Primarily relies on rainfall; supplemental irrigation may be needed

during drought.

Pest/Disease Control: White grubs are a minor pest; rot fungus can affect
stored tubers. Control measures include soil solarization, insecticides, and

careful drying.

Harvesting: After senescence (October/November). Tubers can be stored for

up to six months.
Yield: 550-600 kg/acre.

Medicinal uses: It is an important member of rasayana herbs in Ayurveda and
constituent of Ashtavarga (a group of eight rejuvenating medicinal herbs) and
Indian traditional tonic Chyvanprasha (polyherbal rejuvenator). The tubers of the
plant are sweet and emollient (having a softening or soothing effect especially to
the skin). They are used as brain tonic, aphrodisiac, depurative (remove impurities
from the body), anthelmintic (capable of expelling or destroying parasitic worms),
rejuvenating and general tonic. The tubers are also useful in asthma, leprosy and
skin diseases. It has strong antioxidant and nitric oxide scavenging activity, which
can be assighed to scopoletin and gallic acid or their synergistic properties and may
be helpful in preventing premature ageing. The tender leaves and tubers are edible

and cooked as vegetables.

The IUCN has categorized it as an endangered species. The plants are rapidly

disappearing due to indiscriminate digging for their medicinal tubers.
References:
- Agro-techniques of selected medicinal plants

- https://en.vikaspedia.in/viewcontent/agriculture/crop-
production/package-of-practices/medicinal-and-aromatic-

plants/habenaria-intermedia-1
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Journey of the Month

Saketri- The Fields besides Sukhna!!...

Aaryan Bhalla

"With every click of the shutter, we capture not just birds but the soul of
Saketri's fields."

Being a resident of Chandigarh, you must have seen the exclusive Sukhna Lake of
Chandigarh! Discover the hidden gem of Saketri, Haryana. Located just 15 minutes

ride from Chandigarh, Saketri boasts a beautiful temple dedicated to Lord Shiva!!

"Sukhna's Neighboring Haven: Birding Bliss in Saketri's Fields"
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"From Sukhna to Saketri: A|

Symphony of Birds"

From the vibrant dance of peacocks to
the swift flight of prinias, from the *
haunting cries of eagles to the melodic
calls of starlings, the fields come alive
with babblers leaping amidst the crops.
Grey francolins call out to their mates,
while sparrows greet the morning with

their cheerful chirps.

"Even in the city buzz, nature finds its

place—brown-headed barbet on watch."

"A splash of earthy tones and vibrant

feathers—nature meets the city skyline."

Sparrow-larks flutter over the barren land,
where lapwings tread softly, as orioles sing
from the treetops and bee-eaters swoop
gracefully, feasting on bees. The landscape
hums with life, a symphony of winged

wonders.

"Saketri Skies: A Birder's Diary by the
Sukhna Waters"

Not only that, but Saketri also offers
stunning views of the Shivalik range and a
peaceful environment away from the hustle

and bustle of city life.
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Known for its diverse bird species and

Wire Tailed Swallow
beautiful landscapes, Saketri Village is a
paradise for birdwatchers. From the colorful
parakeets to majestic eagles, you'll find a g
wide variety of birds in the fields beside

Sukhna Lake.

Immerse yourself in the beauty of nature as
you observe the birds in their natural
habitats. Don't forget to bring your
binoculars and camera to capture
unforgettable moments. Explore the rich
biodiversity of Saketri Village, a haven for
bird enthusiasts. Visit the Saketri village for a

spiritual and scenic experience.

Beyond the topic, I couldn't stop myself for

writing this... Advancing Monsoons are always
a great sight to see in Chandigarh and its Red rumped Swallow
neighboring areas. And, it had already

passed off!
“"Harbinger of Indian Monsoons”’:

The Rainbird—the Pied Cuckoo or Jacobin
Cuckoo is religiously and consciously
responsible for the monsoon rains in central
India. You will be amazed to know that

actually, its arrival is very special due to its
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timings as itis the one who beseeches and prays to God to give a drop of water from the

skies
Who's Scattering grains at Saketri?

At the barren lands of Saketri, a gentle wind carries the grains scattered by unseen
hands. The Yellow-Wattled Lapwings, with their distinctive yellow facial wattles and

sharp cries, swoop down gracefully, their eyes gleaming in the midday sun.

These birds, drawn by the promise of food, gather in small groups, their slender legs
trotting across the dusty ground. The scattered grains seem like a feast, and with every
peck, the lapwings' calls echo, filling the air with a melody that feels both wild and

welcoming—a reminder of the simple joys of nature in the heart of Saketri.
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Yellow eyed Babbler: In the embrace of the Sarkanda stalks,

the Yellow-eyed Babbler shines like a secret star. ,'
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The village is known for its tranquil

surroundings and abundant greenery,

which attract a wide variety of birds

throughout the year. Birdwatching

enthusiasts can spot these avian wonders

in their natural habitat, adding to the| .

village's charm and appeal.

Jungle Babbler:

Seven sisters of the forest, sharing secrets of the jungle.
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Common Babbler amidst the familiar, the Common Babbler stands as a unique gem in Saketri's wilderness.

Witness the breathtaking beauty of a European roller With its vibrant plumage and

distinctive markings, the European roller is a true marvel of nature.

This majestic bird, known for its graceful flight and captivating song, has made a rare

appearance in this quaint village. Nature enthusiasts and birdwatchers, rejoice! This is

an opportunity you wouldn't want to miss.
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The European & Indian rollers are known for their vibrant blue and orange plumage. It

migrates all the way from Africa to breed in northern India during the summer months

being passage Migrant. A glimpse of this stunning European roller.
"Among the blossoms and grains, Saketri's birds weave a tapestry of joy and wonder."

Cow dung is rich in organic material, which decomposes and attracts a variety of
insects, such as flies, beetles, and other invertebrates. The insects are a major food
source for many birds, especially insectivorous species like sparrows, robins, and
wagtails. Birds flock to the cow dung to feed on these insects. Some birds, particularly

weavers and sparrows, use cow dung as nesting material.

Large Grey Babbler, Brahminy Starling, Chestnut Tailed Starling
Asian Pied Myna, Jungle Myna, Common Starling
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European & Indian Rollers, An Indian Robin

Pipit, Hoopoe, An Oriental Magpie Robin, Yellow-wattled lapwing, Grey & White Wagtail
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Warbler, Common Chiffchaff, Ashy Prinia, Plain Prinia, , Siberian stonechat

Variable Wheatear, Red Naper Ibis, Rufous treepie, Paddy field Pipt




tural
facebook.com/groups/naturalbiodiversity BIO SITY

Journey of the Month

Saketri- The Fields besides Sukhna!!...

Aaryan Bhalla

Grey Bushchat Female, Eurasian Wryneck, Bluethroat Female

White Throated Munias, An Indian Silverbill, Ashy crowned Sparrow Lark Male,
Bengal Bushlark, Golden Oriole, Sandpiper
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While birding at Saketri, I always do stumble upon a charming kothi nestled near the

fields, boasting a lovely kitchen garden with sculptures.

As if to greet us, Brahminy starlings, kites, sparrows, robins, laughing doves, and wire-

tailed and gray throated swallows perched gracefully on the electric wires.

In the nearby field, scaly-breasted munias and silverbills feasted on grains, while
female and juvenile purple sunbirds flitted among the vibrant blossoms, savoring

nectar.

We eagerly captured their moments as they danced across the flowers. Soon, the scene
was enriched by Paddyfield pipits, Indian robins—both male and female—pied
bushchats, ashy and plain prinias, gray francolins, and yellow-wattled lapwings, all

joining in this vibrant display of life, joy, peace and harmony too.
Winter Migrants: Variable Wheatear & Siberian stonechat

This bird is known for its ability to feed on insects and seeds found in agricultural fields.
Its brown coloration helps it blend in with its surroundings, providing camouflage from

predators.

Saketriis to witness life in its purest form, a world where time slows down and the heart
finds peace in the symphony of birdsong. But will we, as guardians of this land, ensure
that future generations hear this song, or will it become a distant echo lost in the noise
of our progress? Saketri's serene landscapes serve not just as a haven for birds, but as
a reflection of what we stand to lose if we don't act now to protect these natural

treasures.

Whether you are an experienced birder or just starting out, the village offers a
peaceful, immersive experience in nature. Witness the harmony of nature and the

wonders it has to offer.
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Each visit reveals something new,
from the playful interactions of
resident birds to the seasonal arrival

of migratory species.

As urbanization continues to spread,
places like Saketri remind us of the
importance of preserving natural
habitats where birds and wildlife can
thrive. For anyone with a passion for
birding, Saketri is an essential stop
that promises unforgettable sights

and sounds of the avian world.

Remember, nature's beauty is all
around us, waiting to be discovered.
It's very simple just a notebook, a
field guide and a pair of binocular and

you are done to enjoy the prakirti.

"In the endless chorus of nature,
may the birds sing on, their

voices a timeless soundtrack to

ourlives."

"In the quiet fields of Saketri, the birds whisper secrets of nature—if only we pause to

listen."

All photos of articles are clicked by Mr. Lalit Mohan Bansal
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Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark (Eremopterix griseus)

Arun Bansal

Kuldip Jaswal

The Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark (Eremopterix griseus) is a small and compact bird

species in the family Alaudidae. Found in South Asia, it is known for its distinctive
plumage, adaptability to arid environments, and melodious calls. These birds are often
seen in pairs or small flocks in open areas, where their behavior and coloration make

them interesting to observe.

Taxonomy and Classification
Family: Alaudidae
Genus: Eremopterix

Species: Eremopterix griseus
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Description

Asheem Kumar

Size: Approximately 12-14 cm
(4.7-5.5inches) in length.

Weight: Around 15-20 grams.
Plumage:

o Male: The male has a striking
black-and-white face pattern
with a black crown. Its back
and wings are ashy brown,
and the underparts are
whitish with a black breast

patch.

o Female: The female is more
subdued in appearance, with
sandy brown plumage and a
faintly streaked crown and
back.

Bill: Short, conical, and suited for

seed-eating.
Habitat and Distribution

Range: Found across the Indian subcontinent, including India, Sri Lanka,

Pakistan, Nepal, and Bangladesh.

Habitat: Prefers arid and semi-arid open landscapes such as dry grasslands,
scrublands, agricultural fields, and wastelands. It avoids dense forests and

wetlands.
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Dalvinder Saini

Behavior and Diet

Diet: Primarily granivorous, feeding on seeds from grasses and weeds.
Occasionally, it supplements its diet with small insects like ants and beetles,

especially during the breeding season.

Foraging: Ground-foraging species that can often be seen hopping and pecking

at seeds orinsects on the soil.

Social Structure: Typically found in pairs or small groups, though larger flocks

may form outside the breeding season.
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Breeding and Nesting

Breeding Season: Varies regionally but generally occurs from March to

September, coinciding with the monsoon.

Nesting: Builds simple nests on the ground, often in a small depression, lined

with grass and feathers for insulation.
Eggs: The female lays 2-3 speckled eggs.

Parental Care: Both parents take part in raising the chicks, protecting them

from predators and feeding them.
Calls and Vocalizations

The Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark is known for its melodious, twittering calls, often

given in flight or while perched on low vegetation. Males perform aerial displays during

Arvind Syal
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the breeding season, singing as they fly in circles or hover above their territory.

Conservation Status
IUCN Status: Least Concern.

Population: Widespread and common across its range, with no major threats
identified. It has adapted well to human-modified landscapes, including

agricultural areas.
Ecological Role

Seed Dispersal: As a granivorous bird, it contributes to seed dispersal in its
habitat.
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Rajendra Pareek
Pest Control: By consuming insects, it
plays a role in regulating pest
populations, benefiting

agriculture.
Adaptations

Its ashy and brown plumage
provides excellent camouflage
against the sandy and arid

landscapes it inhabits.

The short, strong bill is adapted for

cracking seeds, its primary food

source.

Interesting Facts

Males are often seen performing "song flights," a characteristic behavior during

the breeding season.

Despite being primarily seed-eaters, their opportunistic feeding habits allow

them to thrive in diverse habitats, including agricultural fields.

The Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark is a resilient and resourceful bird, showcasing
remarkable adaptations to its environment. Its charming song and intriguing behavior

make it a delightful species to observe in the wild.

O,
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The Indian Flapshell Turtle (Lissemys punctata)

Arun Bansal

Jatinder Vijh

The Indian Flapshell Turtle (Lissemys punctata) is a species of softshell turtle
found primarily in South Asia. Named for the flaps of skin that cover its limbs when

retracted, this turtle is known for its adaptability to various freshwater habitats and

its unique defensive features.

Taxonomy and Classification
Family: Trionychidae
Genus: Lissemys

Species: L. punctata
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Rick Toor

Description

Size: Adults typically range between 22-35 cm (8.7-13.8 inches) in shell
length.

Shell: The carapace (upper shell) is smooth, oval, and olive-brown to
greenish, often with yellowish spots or patterns. The plastron (lower shell) is

pale yellow.

Flaps: Unique flaps of skin at the rear of the carapace and on the limbs help

protect the turtle and reduce water loss in dry conditions.

Head: Small and pointed, with nostrils adapted for snorkeling.
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Sanjeev Goyal

Habitat and Distribution

Range: Found in India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and parts of

Myanmar.

Habitat: Prefers slow-moving or stagnant freshwater bodies such as ponds,
lakes, rivers, irrigation canals, and even temple tanks. It is highly adaptable

and can survive in polluted water and temporary water bodies.

Behavior and Diet

Diet: Omnivorous, feeding on aquatic vegetation, small fish, insects,
crustaceans, amphibians, and carrion. It is a scavenger, which helps in

maintaining the health of aquatic ecosystems.
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Sharan Lally

Activity: Primarily aquatic but is also known to bask on land. It is more

active during the early morning and late evening.

Defense Mechanism: When threatened, it retracts its head and limbs under

the shell flaps for protection and may release a foul-smelling secretion.

Reproduction

Breeding Season: Typically, during the monsoon, when water bodies are at

their fullest.

Nesting: Females lay eggs in sandy or muddy areas near water bodies. A

clutch usually contains 4-11 eggs, but this varies.
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Amrik Aks

Incubation: The incubation period lasts about 8-10 weeks, depending on

environmental conditions.
Conservation Status

IUCN Status: Least Concern, but populations face pressures from habitat

loss, pollution, and illegal poaching.
Threats:

o Habitat Loss: Due to urbanization, agriculture, and water pollution.
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o Exploitation: Poached for their meat, shell, and use in traditional

medicine.

o Human Conflict: Often caught in fishing nets or killed due to

misconceptions about their role in ecosystems.
Ecological Role

Scavenging: By consuming carrion and waste, they help keep water bodies

clean.

Prey and Predator: They serve as both predators (to smaller aquatic
organisms) and prey (to birds, crocodiles, and humans), playing a key role in

the aquatic food chain.
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Cultural Significance

The Indian Flapshell Turtle holds significance in several cultures and religious
practices in South Asia. It is often kept in temple ponds, where it is revered and

protected.
Interesting Facts

1. Burrowing Behavior: During dry seasons, the turtle can burrow into the

mud and enter a state of aestivation (dormancy) to survive harsh conditions.

2. Respiratory Adaptation: It can breathe through its skin and the lining of its

throat, allowing it to stay submerged for extended periods.

3. Camouflage: Its olive-brown coloration helps it blend with the murky waters

and muddy bottoms of its habitat.

The Indian Flapshell Turtle is a fascinating and resilient species that showcases
remarkable adaptations to its environment. It plays an important role in maintaining
aquatic ecosystem health and deserves continued conservation attention.
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Editor’s Pick of the Month

Sanjeev Ski

Lesser Yellownape Woodpecker
Chakki Mod | Himachal Pradesh
DOP 19 Nov 2024
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Spot-breasted Fantail
Hyderabad , Telangana
November 2024

Bird the Month Syamala Rupakula
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30 Nov 2024 |
Patiala, Punjab in \

Beyond Birding

Calling all birdwatchers and nature enthusiasts of Punjab!

Venue: Department of Zoology and Environmental Sciences,
Punjabi University, Patiala

Let’s Know Qur Birds Better

_~ Join us for a half a day program on 30 Nov at 9.30 AM
* Connect and share ideas on documenting Punjab's birds. ‘l

* Learn tips, tricks, and tools.
* Discuss ideas on how to collectively improve our understanding of birds.

For details, contact: Dr. Gurpartap Singh
Phone / Whatsapp: 94643 95803

pavered by to join

workshop's
WhatsApp Group

Message of the Month

India
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Editor’s Pick of the Month Gurhimat Singh

Oriental Pied Hornbill
PU Campus »

7/11/2024 \ ‘

PHOTOGRAPHYZ
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Himalayan Marmot

Nikon Coolpix P900
Changla Pass, Leh & Ladakh, India
22 Aug 2022

AL
% o L - -
h;:r L] i¥ 1'&'... i

i -'?IL

[ A

'Jﬁv g
e
il

J
§



Snake of the Month
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Cherrapunji Keelback aka Amphiesma xenura

Herpsmitten

This species of snake is endemic to NortheasThis species of shake is endemic to
Northeast India. The keelback's name comes from its distinguishing feature of strongly
keeled scales (rather than being smooth, the scales have a ridge down the centre
making them rough to the touch). Keelbacks are harmless, but look very similar to
venemous rough-scaled snakes.

Some mistaken guideline suggests that all venomous snakes have elliptical eyes;
however, round, elliptical and even keyhole-shaped pupils occurin venomous species.

The family Elapidae -- which includes cobras , mambas and taipans includes some of the
deadliest snakes on the planet, all of which have round pupils.

After comparing the pupil shapes, activity patterns, hunting styles and phylogeny of
numerous snakes, the researchers demonstrated that ambush hunters typically have
vertically elliptical pupils, while actively foraging snakes have round pupils. (source
:wiki)

clicked at Aizwal
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Blog of The Month

Avian Guests of Chandigarh

Lalit Mohan Bansal

Migration is a phenomenon of resilience and survival. These birds undertake journeys
spanning thousands of kilometres, navigating through diverse terrains and extreme
weather. Their ability to find their way to familiar stopover points year after year is a

marvel of nature.

Chandigarh, nestled at the foothills of the Shivalik range, transforms into a haven for

migratory birds every winter. The city's favourable climate, lush greenery, and rich
ecosystem make it an ideal stopover for resting, feeding, and sometimes breeding. As
temperatures drop in the northern hemisphere, thousands of feathered travellers from

colder regions of Central Asia, Siberia, and the Himalayas begin their arduous journeys
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This flock of Northern Shovelers was clicked in the third week of October 2024

at Sukhna Lake and was one of the first avian guests to arrive.
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and some of them make their way to the wetlands, lakes, and natural reserves around

the city, bringing with them a burst of life and colour.

As October unfolds, the skies around Chandigarh begin to flutter with life. A steady
stream of avian visitors arrives, transforming the city and its surrounding areas into a
winter wonderland for bird enthusiasts. Whether you're an avid birdwatcher or a casual
observer, this winter, step outside and let the skies of Chandigarh tell you stories of

journeys and survival.

Most of the water fowls have already been seen at the Sukhna Lake, by the third week of
November 2024.
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Blog of The Month

Avian Guests of Chandigarh

Lalit Mohan Bansal
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The next to join in October 2024 was this flock of Northern Shovelers, clicked in the third
week of October 2024 at Sukhna Lake.

Then it was the turn of Great Cormorants clicked in the third week of October 2024 at
Sukhna Lake.

Common Pochards and Tufted Ducks also marked their presence in the list of avian
guestsin October 2024 at Sukhna Lake.

The start of November was equally good with the flock of Greylag geese at Sukhna Lake
in the first week of November 2024.
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Blog of The Month

Avian Guests of Chandigarh

Lalit Mohan Bansal
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When so many migrant birds had already arrived, the ruddy shelducks were not going to
be left behind either. Ruddy Shelducks also marked their presence in the first week of

November.

By the third week of November 2024, more species joined the avian club, starting with

the very beautiful Red-crested Pochard.

I cannot leave this beautiful Great Crested Grebe, though alone but its presence says a
lot about the health of this wetland.
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Blog of The Month

Avian Guests of Chandigarh

Lalit Mohan Bansal

Bar-headed Geese are generally seen late at the lake, but this year a flock was seen

flying in the third week of November 2024.

This migration continues until February, peaking in November and December when the
diversity and number of species reach their zenith. This seasonal migration marks the
beginning of an extraordinary natural spectacle, drawing nature lovers and
photographers alike. For residents of Chandigarh, the arrival of these birds is more than
just a seasonal event—it is a chance to connect with nature and witness its wonders up

close.

While Chandigarh offers a temporary refuge to these migratory birds, challenges such
as habitat loss, pollution, and human disturbance threaten their survival. Wetlands,
crucial for migratory birds, are shrinking due to urban development. The migration of
birds to Chandigarh each winter is a reminder of the delicate balance of nature. It offers
not only a spectacular sight for residents and tourists but also an opportunity to
appreciate the importance of conservation. As these winged visitors bring life to the

region, let's ensure that their temporary home remains a sanctuary for years to come.
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Rose of The Month
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Rose of The Month

By This Photo was taken by Timothy A. Gonsalves.
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Rose of The Month
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Poetry of The Month

Big Butterfly Month
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Ranjit Singh

Wicife

v i; "Oriental Darter" \0J 4-‘5.,_._,[;{,,.,.”,.,.,
"f-‘; Bharatpur Bird Sanctuary, India, 25.11.2023 "
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Disclaimer: Views and actions expressed and enacted by resource persons in various
talks/discussions/comments/videos etc. are their own responsibility. Publisher has nothing to do with their personal
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